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Business Profile- Early Birds Learning

by Eric Michael Stitt

When Rob Kaye took his infant to
a Spanish class for children, he
realized the importance of
learning a foreign language when
you're young.

She was just soaking it up. I was
blown away by it,” Kaye said.

Shortly after that first lesson, he
moved from Illinois to Michigan
and entertained the idea of
starting his own foreign language
school for children. He consulted
his Hermosa Beach-based college
friend Marie O'Brien, who
encouraged him to create one. They called it Early Birds Learning.

From left, Martin Valle, Blanca Bastian,
Marie O'Brien, Jill Yang, Tracy Voorhees
and Jenn Baber from Early Birds Learning.
(photo by Chris Miller)

It thrived in Michigan, so they decided to open one out here less than two
years later.

"

I said, ‘We should definitely bring this to California,”” O'Brien told Kaye.
O’Brien opened an Early Birds Learning in Redondo Beach and it's been
very successful, she said.

The school offers classes for Spanish, French, Mandarin Chinese, Italian,
German and Arabic. Early Birds Learning is for children ages 1 to 10 and
classes are categorized by age group. Chickadees are for ages 12 to 36

months, Rockin Robins are for ages 3 to 5, Roadrunners are ages 6 to 8
and Blue Jays are ages 9 and 10.

All the lessons are specifically tailored to each age group. Along with
grammar, children use art, music and games to learn the languages.
Children’s parents or caregivers are asked to participate for the
Chickadees classes, which are similar to what Kaye experienced with his
daughter prior to opening the schools. The other age groups are for
children only but they’re given take-home materials so the parents can
help reinforce what has been learned.

Children can attend one or two classes a week. The classes range in time
from 60 to 75 minutes and costs vary depending on the number of
sessions. People can purchase a four-pack of classes for $120 or
purchase an entire school year of classes with payment options.
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Kristin Callahan’s two children have been attending Early Birds in
Redondo Beach since it opened in 2006 and said the experience has been
everything she’d hope for.

“My goal was to expose them to Spanish so it would help them later in
life. It's absurd not to learn a second language. It would only help them,
she said, adding that she’s been impressed by all the instructors’
approaches to teaching. "I love the people who work there. They have a
great staff.”

"

Callahan said she wanted to introduce a foreign language to her children
before high school because it would be so much easier for them to learn
it then.

“Anything you can do before the age of 5 it’s easier for them to pick up,”
she said.

That's one of the main reasons O’Brien and Kaye opened the schools,
they said.

“It's so important to be bilingual or multilingual,” said Kaye, who just
moved to Manhattan Beach. "We're putting them in the path to do that.
You're doing a wonderful thing for that child’s brain.”

O’Brien agreed.

“There is a window of opportunity,” O’Brien said. “Other countries start
children at a younger age and that’s when we should be doing it. The
primary concept is the earlier the better. The brain is more apt to
learning language early than in high school.”

She said they’ve already done some work with the Redondo Beach and El
Segundo school districts by offering some after-school lessons.

Because of the Redondo Beach location’s success, O’Brien said she and
Kaye will be opening two more Early Bird Learning locations in Southern
California in the next month, one in San Diego and another in Mission
Viejo.

“I'd like to take it all over California. I'd love to blanket Southern
California and then Northern California,” O’Brien said.

For more information about Early Birds Learning, visit
www.earlybirdslearning.com or call (310) 379-1045 . Early Birds
Learning is located at 553 N. Pacific Coast Highway, Suite C, in Redondo
Beach.




