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LANGUAGE LEARNING MADE FUN FOR KIDS

A few months ago | moved to 45 Ranch from Log Angeles. | have two young boys ages 3 .
and 19 monthe. When we lived up in LA, | enrclled my cldest son in Spanish immersion
classes at a center called Yakicademy (formerly EarlyBirds Learning) when he was just 22
maonths old. After just a few months he was able to speak and understand basic Spanish!
These classes are truly amazing.

| observed firsthand how quick toddlers were able to pick up the Spanish, in our case, start
understanding basic words and speak in Spanish. Some of them learned how to count in
Spanish before they even began to count in English. I've alzo been able to obssrve how thess
young babiesftoddlers fransitioned inte Spanish speaking boys and girls (under 3 years old). In
the older classes (over age 3) the kids are without their parents, yet they are able to follow all
the instructions as well as all the rules. The best thing about the program is that they make
leaming S0 S0 S0 FUN for the kids. It truly fosters what all parents hope to ingtill in their kids,
a love for leaming. It's just amazing!

Whether your child iz 1 or 5 when s/he begins these courses, it may not appear in the initial
weeks that they can understand or speak any new words but after a couple of weeks,
sometimes after cne, you start witnesging an amazing transformation in their akility to
understand a forgign languags, let alone speak.

As for my son, he took his last class with wonderful Mizs Blanca just before we left LA and let
me just tell you, it was the absence of those Spanigh clagses here that made our transition fo
San Diego a little challenging. We were really sad. To be honest, in the initial weeks we
moved here, | was feeling like my gon was going to be deprived in San Diego without those
classes.__up until a couple manths age when | recaived an email from the YakAcademy home
office informing me that they were moving to San Diegol!

YakAcademy caters to the community in which it lies. In the Redondo Beach language center,
they teach Spanish, Mandarn, and French. In the Michigan language center, they teach
French, ltalian, German, and Mandarnn in addition to Spanish. They cater to the community’s
needs and can offer more languages if desired. Al the teachers follow the same class outlines
each week in the appropriate language. It's a language immersicn class which is the best way
ta le2arn any foreign language, in my opinion. Parents also learn with the children.

About the program:

"Yakacademy offers play-based forgign language immersion classes for children ages 1-10.
We create a fun and interactive environment in which children l2arn through song, movement,
games and aris and crafis. YakAcademy opened ite doors in 2004, and we believe our
programs will ke like no other vour child has experienced before. We worked with early
childhood development and language acquisition expers to develop a curriculum that is not
only fun, but more importantly stimulates the imagination, ingpires self-confidence, and
encourages language and brain development. Our teachers are native speakers who share
our passion for working with children, and they are zll trained in cur core philesophy of active
leaming.” {Information from weaww. yakacademy.com.)

YakAcademy cpened last week with a Grand Opening Open House celebration on September
20th and iz now enrolling students! The center is located at 12650 Sabre Springs Parkway
#202, San Diego, CA 92128,
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